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AN ANGEL AT MY TABLE

In Bury St Edmunds, expect a heavenly environment for the kids and a cosy, friendly hotel with delicious local fare

REVIEW

TI-IE AHGEL HOTEL
3 Angel Hl, Bury St Edmunds,
Suiffek:

HE Angel Hocel won me over

&0 Bury St Edrmuncs. My only

previows, brief and unhappy

isit o the Suflolk ciry 20pears

g wis spent picking blood-
stained shamds of glass out of my Dar-
sun’s front sear after my windscreen
imploded oa the wary home from onl-
versity in Norwich., Friends made
TGN

a gorgeous building," said anocher.
=Nick Cave wsed to write songs there "

e gt e Sk
N Express train, we up
ins Front of the Angsls handsomes, Geor-
ian fagade. The hotel & massive (it won
the 2008 awsrd for “best large hotel In
Suffalk”™) and is undergoing Fradual
renovation, The public spaces and mamy
of the rooms have been stylishly mod-
ermised Glthough the art and the arm-
chalirs are boderplate “boutigue™ and
self-consciouesly quirky) while yet-to-be
refiurbished romms are bet at lower rases,
The staffare shaurdly yourss bue able,
amd gave us the warmest weloome e
had in this comiry.

*This i iy fvwourite room, ™ said the
e jist, opening the door to our
suite, Mo wonder, [0 was vast, with &
smmall balcooy abieee the hotel's frong

‘For those with access
to acar, the absurdly

pretty Tudor town of
Lavenham isnearby’

door, flanked by vintage RAC and A&
signs, and everloaking the city's mag
nificent Abbey Gate and she classically
mrfjmd Assembly Rooms. The room
bathroom had been sympathesi-
cally and simply upgraded. There's
Freeview oo the telly, nomindar, noth-
ingenoflash and fancy. Perfect for what
we all must call “the current climane ™,
Alter & glass of champage, from a8
choiice of four oo less, by the open fire
in the lobiley, it was tme to explore the
town. “Turn lei, then left again, and
:.r|:r|| e in [}umarﬁrt'ﬂ.pu.m. saad the
“and that's
mﬂwmuﬁ 1|[|:|FELr_'.r. Righe again.
The sl

& comparct, with indusris] bulks indud-
ing the Greene King brewery koaming
inthe distance. Bt it packs a ot in.
There's 3 proges market overlooked
Ty the Mboyser’s Hall Museum, honsesd in
astately Morman bullding, whichgives

asucrinet history ofthe diy. There ame
twn cinemas, the lovely Theaire Royal,
and a wealth of independent shops, 25
well as outposts of Christe’s and Bon-
hams_ Wee bad 3 quick drink in teesmall-
et b in Bary, The Mutshell, just big
enough for six and papered with
currency from around the world,
bought a quarter of chocolate boobons
from Auntie Pam's sweet shop and
hnchata nrsllh'd:'ll Theere weerre kids
everywhere, Bury seems safe enough
for nhd.d:mmplnx'aulm U strests,
Certainly, it Lacksthe air of despondent
BEFTESHO0N AMonE teenagers that-curses
S0 Enany provingal imwns.

Indeed, the older youth seemed happy
tospend thelr Sanmday Ioafing around
St Edmunclehory Cathedral, and the
giant mins and gardens of the old
Abbey. Smashed during the dissolution
of the monasteries, the Abbey was
dedicated to the Christian mamT 5

Edmund, shot to deach with armows by
Vikings wiven he refised 1o convert, A
river runs through this tranouil district,
and the contain an aviary of
colourful binds. Back at the hotel, we
drifted off into anafermoon nap.
That we had 2 drink In the
Angel’s e, which heas been simply done
over indark wood with clean Enes, then
hir che reseaurant, which has been ghen
the unlowely name of the Eaterie, Here
were acouplbe of disappoimiments, More
af that “kooky™ am and furmicure and
indrusive canfed music. But the rodim
is full and friendly, and serves local
produce, msaginatively but not lussily
presenied. My starter of Blythebum
porkbelhywith pan-fried squid and chilli
dresging was an inspived combinartion
of texture and Aavour, and plates of
pan-roasted seabaca and medallions of
mnkfigh were both buge and cooked
0 A turn. The sommelier, who looked

fog young to drink, bronght usa bottle
ol 2007 Poullly FumeéMasson-Bandeler,
warrming 15 i might not becold enough.
e demurred, But he was right.

[v's quier overnighr In Bury so we shept
very well, and, stll ghetted from the
night befiore, enjoyed 2 simple breakfast
in our room, watching people strall
ithrough the Abbey Gabe, and listening
1o the bells of 5t Church mext to
thecastedrl After that, we kad anather
wander through the Abbey grounds,
and domm some back alleyes snuffed with
even more foursquare Geofgian
buildings, For those with access to a
carr, the sheundly preory Tudor fown of
Lavenham is nearby, as is kckworth
House, the ancestral bome of the
Hervey family. Southwold and
Aldeburgh are reachable. So is
Narwich, as 1 know 1o my cost.

Burt as we headed off tothe i, feal-
ing refreshed amd laden with papers, [

Picture parfect:
The Angel's
impressive

Snug and stylishs
the rooms
(hafow) hava
been simply and
sympathetically
upgraded —
nothing too flash
or fancy

realised that memories of broken glass
and the wind whipping throwgh my
sueldendy Imu'm!udvm:slﬁd
entively, Well done, Bury 5t Edmunds.
Bless vou, Angel.

THE ANGEL HOTEL

3 Angel Hill, Bury 58 Edmunds,
Suffolle, P33 1LT (DI2E4 714000,
www.theangel.co.uk). Standard
doubles from £90 to £150 B&E, suites
from E150 to £220 BAE.

These™ a spicial Dine and Reding
package on offer to Evening Standard
readers until the end af June: spend
£55 or mone in the Angel’s Eaterie

and get four-star accommodation

Traum anly £70 per rocm, including a
traditional Suffolk breakfast. This offer
represents a saving of E56pp and i
available on Fridays and Surdays anly,
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